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Eugene Saenger, MD 
I am sad to report that Eugene Saenger, MD, professor emeritus in the department of radiology, died September 30.
Dr. Saenger was a leading expert in the fields of nuclear medicine and radiation science. He contributed substantial knowledge to these fields and his work laid the cornerstones for radiation protection, radiation accident management and radiation dosimetry. He played an integral role in establishing radiation safety standards for patients and medical personnel.
A native of Cincinnati, Dr. Saenger came to the University of Cincinnati in 1949 as an assistant professor, rising to the rank of professor in 1962. He served as the director of the college’s radioisotope laboratory from 1962 until 1987. In 1979, this laboratory was named in his honor. He also served as vice chairman of the Department of Radiology from 1978 until his retirement in 1987.
Dr. Saenger received his degree in biochemical sciences in 1938 from Harvard University and his medical degree in 1942 from the UC College of Medicine. He completed both his internship and residency at the Cincinnati General Hospital. He was a diplomate of the American Board of Radiology and American Board of Nuclear Medicine. 
Dr. Saenger cofounded the Society for Medical Decision Making in 1978 and served as the organization’s first president. 
In 1993, he received the prestigious Gold Medal award by the Radiological Society of North America, the society’s highest honor. In 1987 he received the Georg Charles de Hevesy Nuclear Medicine Pioneer Award from the Society of Nuclear Medicine for his pioneering work in the field. 
Following the radiation contamination from the Chernobyl nuclear plant disaster in the former Soviet Union in 1986, Dr. Saenger was among the internationally recognized radiation experts who were called upon to assess the damage to the area and its people.
Dr. Saenger also devoted countless hours to leading four successful tax levy campaigns to support what is now known as University Hospital. 

Visitation (10:30 a.m.) and memorial services (11 a.m.) will be held at the Weil Funeral Home on Wednesday, Oct. 10. The family asks that any contributions be made in Dr. Saenger’s name to the charity of their choice. 
