Society for Medical Decision Making (SMDM) Publications Committee

SMDM Newsletter: Author Guidelines
The SMDM Newsletter editorial staff welcomes contributions from SMDM members. We are looking for short articles with creative and provocative ideas, thoughts, or discussion, keeping in mind that the target audience is SMDM members. The editorial team will edit submissions prior to publication. Articles should fit the following guidelines:

· Length: 2-4 paragraphs, typically between 200-400 words.
· Style: Captivating and easy-to-read format, e.g. prose mixed with bullet-points or quotes, or strict prose in paragraphs. 

· Topic: Anything related to medical decision making.  Timely topics are encouraged. Topic examples include but are not limited to:

· Health care reform
· Health policy
· Public health
· Methods
· Teaching MDM
· Medical informatics
· Disaster modeling
· Comparative effectiveness research

· Translating research into practice

· Clinical guidelines

· Outcomes research
· Risk communication
· Quality of life
· Shared decision making
· Patient and provider education
· Pharmacoeconomics
· Health economics
· Technology assessment
· Medical informatics
· Medical ethics
· Profile of an SMDM member – e.g. new member; old member; board member; prize-winning member; any member

· Impressions of the annual meeting – e.g. from a first-timer, from an old-timer, from someone with an atypical background, etc. 

· News from any SMDM committee or working group

· Whatever happened to….?  (e.g. Past SMDM Presidents, especially those who have not been active in recent years) 

· Word of the day – e.g. explain a MDM term 
· Focus on or review of a specific program in health decision sciences

· Real-world applications of MDM, and/or case studies 
· Reminiscences from earlier annual meetings

· Puzzles

· Humor, including cartoons

· Trivia

· Hidden talents of members

· Restaurants or things to do in the city of the upcoming annual meeting

· Tips for publishing MDM-related research
· Issues or challenges in MDM research or application

· Mentoring in MDM (e.g. suggestions for junior or trainee members)

· SMDMers-in-the-news: 1-2 paragraphs (50-200 words) of information about yourself that may be of interest to fellow SMDM members; e.g., have you: 

· Been in the news lately? 

· Published a timely and interesting article? 

· Had any personal news (e.g. promotions, moves, awards, childbirths, etc...) of interest? 
· Deadlines:
· Spring 2010: 

Submit topic to editor: Feb 1 
Submit article: Feb 18 

· Summer 2010: 

Submit topic to editor: May 3 

Submit article: May 19 
· Fall 2010: 

Submit topic to editor: Aug 2  

Submit article: Aug 20 
· Winter 2010-2011: 

Submit topic to editor: Nov 1 

Submit article: Nov 18 
Send submissions, proposed submissions, and questions to:

A. Scott LaJoie, PhD, MSPH, Editor-in-Chief
lajoie@louisville.edu
Please include with all submissions your full name, degree(s), affiliation(s), and contact information.

